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Preface
This report is a deliverable from the EU FP6 Integrated Project EFORWOOD – Tools for
Sustainability Impact Assessment of the Forestry-Wood Chain. The main objective of
EFORWOOD was to develop a tool for Sustainability Impact Assessment (SIA) of ForestryWood Chains (FWC) at various scales of geographic area and time perspective. A FWC is
determined by economic, ecological, technical, political and social factors, and consists of a
number of interconnected processes, from forest regeneration to the end-of-life scenarios of
wood-based products. EFORWOOD produced, as an output, a tool, which allows for analysis
of sustainability impacts of existing and future FWCs.
The European Forest Institute (EFI) kindly offered the EFORWOOD project consortium to
publish relevant deliverables from the project in EFI Technical Reports. The reports
published here are project deliverables/results produced over time during the fifty-two
months (2005–2010) project period. The reports have not always been subject to a thorough
review process and many of them are in the process of, or will be reworked into journal
articles, etc. for publication elsewhere. Some of them are just published as a “front-page”, the
reason being that they might contain restricted information. In case you are interested in one
of these reports you may contact the corresponding organisation highlighted on the cover
page.
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Abstract
The objective of this free access database – FORMODEL - is to describe and provide
information about forest modelling tools in a straightforward, simple and hierarchically
structured way. Model description catalogues the ability of models to estimate sustainability
indicators as well as the improvements needed in order to improve model performance in this
respect.
Most forest growth models, even if not published as such, have several publications related
either with the development of some of the modules or with their integration into simulators
and/or decision support systems. The description of the models is not a repetition of the
related publications but rather a standardized characterization of several topics, such as model
range of applicability, model type, description of model structure, etc, that are easily stored in
this relational database. The database also identifies most of the relevant publications as well
as the description of their content. Fig 1 shows the list of the 43 EFORWOOD models used in
simulators and documented into the database.
The FORMODEL database is hosted by the European Institute of Cultivated Forests (IEFC)
website (www.IEFC.net). Using add buttons (Fig. 1, see end of page) , each modeller can
easily add his own model and fill the description with existing fields (Fig. 2, screen shot of
the description form model). In the FORMODEL database it is not anticipated that users can
freely add items to the lists provided in the form; users have to propose to the database
manager the addition of items to the list and the final decision will come from the database
management team.
The description form registered for each documented model can be obtained by a clic on the
Id model (first column right, Fig.1). Fig.3 screen shot shows the detailed description then
edited.
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The FORMODEL database is available online at the following website:
http://www.iefc.net/bdd/models/modeles_liste.php?filtre_valeur=EFORWOOD&%20filtre_c
hamp=Context

Fig. 1: Screen shot of models list obtained by selecting EFORWOOD context in the
FORMODEL database.
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Fig. 2: Screen shot showing partly the model description form to be filled by the modeller.

Fig. 3: Screen shot of one of a model description form.
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